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Dr. J. Richard Gentry Dr. J. Richard Gentry

J. Richard Gentry
is an internationally
acclaimed author

of experiencein childhood education. He is also
the author of
A Breakthrough in Beginning Reading

and researcher and and Writing ,
is recognized for i Step-by-Step Assessment Guide to Code
groundbreaking Breaking,

i Breaking the Code,and

il The Science of Spelling
as well as several other books for teachers and
parents.
Dr. Gentry is the author of Zaner-Bloser's new
Spelling Connections 2012 t he nati onds
researched based spelling program for grades
K-6.
His blog posts for Psychology Todayoffer advice
to parents on raising readers, writers, and
spellers. His seminars on reading and spelling are
attended by thousands of teachers and parents
throughout the country. Dr. Gentry is a highly
sought after presenter and keynote speaker at
international, national, and regional reading and
educational conferences.
He resides in Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.

work in spelling and
Pre-K  through
second-grade
emergent literacy.

His  breakthrough
insights on the early
connections  of
reading, writing,
and spelling are unraveling the mysteries of how
teachers should teach and how children learn to
read and write.

His new book for parents, Raising Confident
Readersi How to Teach Your Child to Read
and Wiriteri from Baby to Age 7 (Da Capo
Press) is the culmination of more than 30 years

Contact Dr. Gentry for more information concerning his work, books and seminars

His blog on FEIIEnllll]ﬂll Tllﬂilll
Email:

richard@JRichardGentry.com Raising Readers, Writers, and Spellers

(http:/ivww.psychologytoday.com/blog/raising-readers-

Telephone writers-and-spellers)
954-567-0436

Fax
954-568-2337

Facebook Fan Page:
http://www.facebook.com/J.Richard.Gentr

Twitter:
Website: http://twitter.com/RaiseReaders
www.JRichardGentry.com
LinkedIn Public Profile

Mailing Address http://www.linkedin.com/pub/j-richard-
3300 NE 16th Street gentry/24/853/920

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

YouTube.com Channel:

http://www.youtube.com/user/
RaisingGentryReaders

Copyright © 2011 J. Richard Gentry, INC, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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Dr. J. Richard Gentry

as
. a W
from Baby ” e

fiRaising Confident Readeris a wonderful AThis is a carefully crafte
gift and resource for parents and teachers both comprehensive and practical. Raising

alike! Dr. Gentry has combined best Confident Readerds a must-read for every

research practices with a wealth of new parent. Dr. Gentry clearly describes the

experiences in the field to provide clear stages of literary development in children

answers to common questions about and explains how parents can informally

developing readers. This book will stretch instruct their children. o
understandings about phonics, words, "Dr . Paul a Egel son, Directo

spelling, reading levels, comprehension, and
much more. My favorite insight in the book:
6Create a joyful, 1i
home, and respond to
curiosity antdrgeéesti

for Partnerships to Improve Education at
_the College of Charleston, South Carolina

Y O Usry ¢C hjigl debpSc onartalgfianlg t o fi nd
0ns 'r&oul_%eofor parents that is less concerned

Dr. Connie R. Heberf , NaploytNdslr acing up the levels
Literacy Consultant and author of more on enjoying the journe
Catch a Falling Writer Raising Confident Readereffers parents

and teachers a common language, free
AThis i mportant bookl wi |ftomddeatienal jarganftoocentinde to the

impact on how parents of young children
view their role as
most i mportant teac
d Antoinette Fornshell, author of
Planning for Successful Reading and
Writing Instruction in K-2

conversation (and the exciting journey) once
tih e i rf ocrhmalld 6i sn sftirrusctt iaonnd begi ns'!
e r S . OSuzy Quiles, Reading Specialist
and Language Arts Supervisor

o

ARi chard Gentry understands
young children need to learn to read. He
s e f uhps providedgmoytstanding guide for
parents to help their children get a
jump-start on early literacy experiences.
Filled with practical advice and effective and

iThis book will be
who wonders what their young child is
experiencing in learning to read. And
what better way to love a child than to

help him or her becoime aengagimgagdtivities, this dynamic book
"Timothy Shanahan, Hf of epsosidesthe togls for parents to help their
Urban Education, University of Illi- children prepare for succes
. . . Lor.i Kamol a, MS Ed, Reading
nois, Chicago, and past President of o
Specialist

the International Reading Associa-
tion.

il highly r ecomRasng
Confident Readerso any parent who wants
success for their childd not just in reading,
but in life.

& David W. Johnson, MD, Fellow of

the American Board of Pediatrics

N e
Yo

Read more endorsements
from reading experts and
) literary stalwarts at

B www.JRichardGentry.com.
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Why RCR Is Needed What 0s I nside RCR

34% of children enter kindergarten A clearly articulated explanation

without the basic skills to learn of how the brain learns to read

to read. Why parents should always start
Statistics show that four out of early

ten eight -year olds in the Why ités easy for parents to

United States cannot read reading and harder for children

independently. to learn after age six
Many reading problems stem from a Tips on the importance of early

lack of word exposure in children's pen and paper activity

formative years, when the most
critical brain growth related to
language occurs.

Five phase chapters showing
exactly when to start and
what reading, writing and
spelling activities move the

A baby's brain is ready for exposure to ehild forward

language at birth. In fact, the
most critical period for brain
development for communication
occurs between birth and age six.

How to monitor progress before
school and in the early grades

How to recognize and overcome

When parents start early, they benefit problems while the brain can
too. Studies show that reading still fix them
aloud and other literacy activities
strengthen bonds between parent Synthesis of on thirty years of
and child. research and practice from a

nationally acclaimed expert

Revelations of the secrets of the

't'l\VE]\ Y\ a /ME\DNN\V RMNE best teachers of reading
7———'—'— QUSSR

RCR6s takes the parent to a n
deeper level of understanding,
shows how the brain learns to
read, and provides specific
reading, writing, and spelling
activities matched to the ¢
developmental level as she moves
through the five phases into
proficient, automatic, reading.

A flock of butterflies
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Studies show that when parents enrich a baby's
environment by talking often and reading
aloud, the child will have heard about 45
million words by age four. Children who don't
receive this enrichment hear only about 13
million words during this time.

This "dictionary in the brain" helps children
identify and define words when reading, and
define, spell and use words appropriately
when writing.

In Raising Confident Reades®dr. Gentry offers
at-home activities to develop literacy early,
naturally and joyfully through five "tadpole"
phases that produce a reading "frog:"

Phase 0 - Reading aloud at birth to teaching
children to write their name

Phase 1 - Time for ABC's

Phase 2 - Mapping letters to sounds

Phase 3 - Spelling with a letter for each
sound

Phase 4 - From chunking to chapter books

Excerpt from the
introduction of RCR

Confident readers are not born, but they can
be maded naturally, lovingly, and joyfullyd by a
chil doés first youelfaybu arg
holding this book, it means that you know how
important reading and writing are for your
childds success. As ‘
other type of caregiver, you want to be certain
your <childés | iteracy

But unless you are a literacy expert, you proba-

bl y don &dw tokteach weadingd how to
move your child from listening to stories to read-
ing and writing them

you don6t know what vy
ing, and spelling should look like from birth to
age 7 or recognize when literacy may not be de-
vel oping normal l y. T h.§

Raising Confident Readerprovides quick and

simple lesson plans that can be done virtually
anytime, anywhere: in the car, the bath, on a
walk, etc.

Activities range from thirty-second word-

recognition games to two-minute writing
exercises that can easily be adapted to fit
into every day schedules.

. Gentry notes that, while children don't need
to be reading independently when they enter
school, they must be prepared to succeed
by having an appreciation for story
telling, familiarity with the letters of the
alphabet, and a beginning awareness of the
correspondence between sounds and letters.

Once children begin formal reading instruction

in school, Dr. Gentry emphasizes that teachers
should spend about 10 to 15 minutes a day
focusing on spelling to further develop the
"dictionary in the brain" that is so crucial to a
child's success in reading and school.

Only after spelling skills become automatic can

students progress to the higher-order thinking
and communication skills they require to
succeed in school and life.

Read the compiete Introduction, the

first pages of Chapter One and other

select portions of Raising Confident
Readerwnline for free at Amazon.com.

Request a iree copy of KCR for the
purpose of a book review or interview
by contacting:

Bili Boswell
Vice President of Marketing
bill @jrichardgentry.com
954- 547-3972

Copyright © 2011 J. Richard Gentry, INC, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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Morning Living on Martha Stewart Living
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September 15, 2010
Fox News 26 Houston TV interview:

Radio, Sirius 112/XM157:

MARTHA |

| MARTHA STEFWART LIVING RANIO |

Dr. Gentry discusses his new book
and answers questions on how to
encourage kids to read during the
summer.

Listen to theYouTube.com recording:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzw-MPk5jHU

September 14, 2010
KENS 5 Fox News San Antonio TV

interview on Great Day SA:

KENSEH
9am

Great Day SA, San A
highest rated morning show

introduces Raising Confident

Readers to their viewers and sits

down with Dr. Gentry as he

explains the importance of

reading aloud to children.

See the interview:
http://www.kens5.com/great-day-sa/Raising-confident-
children-102900979.html

J. Richard Gentry
explains on FOX 26
Morning News how to
teach reading before a
child enters

kindergarten and how

to monitor progress

once a child is in

school

See the interview: Fox 26 Interview
(http://www.myfoxhouston.com/dpp/news/
™ education/100915-richard-gentry)

October 25, 2010
MrDad.com radio interview:

Positive Parenting Radio

Mr. Dad, Armin Brott, interviews
Dr. Gentry and discusses how a
childds brain | earns
Listen to the interview:
http://www.mrdad.com/radio/2010/10/25/raising-
confident-readers/
toni o00s
December 7, 2010
Good Day Austin Fox News TVInteriew:

Dr. Gentry stopped by
Good Day to talk
about his new book
for parents and the
need to teach spelling
explicitly in schools.

See the interview:
=5 http://www.myfoxaustin.com/dpp/
RHISTHE = good_day/Raising-Confident-Readers-
W= 20101207-ktbegd?
g 12 emailshare&CMP=201101_emailshare

nnnnnnnnnnnn
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July 17,2010
BlogCritics.org :

Raising Confident Readers is an
excellent handbook for caregivers

of young children to prepare them

for a lifetime of reading. It is

obvious from the book's cover that
the instructions and guidelines

inside are meant for children from
birth until approximately age seven.

Read more: http://blogcritics.org/books/article/book-review-

raising-confident-readers-by/#ixzz1 DK273iD0
http://blogcritics.org/books/article/book-review-raising-
confident-readers-by/

August 2, 2010
MamaDivas.com:

MaMaDIvVAS

Gentry presents facts and figures
that will make any parent yearn to
jumpstart their
abilities as soon as possible to take
advantage of a youn
sponge -like ability to learn. The
book is an easy read and is

surprisingly enjoyable

c hi

Read more: http://www.mamadivas.com/2010/08/book-
review-raising-confident-readers-by-dr-gentry-gives-parents-

confidence

August 3, 2010
Reading2008.com:

Written by Dr. J. Richard Gentry,
an outstanding literacy educator,
Raising Confident Readers
organizes and simplifies an
enormously complex, daunting
task A teaching children to read

Read more: http://www.reading2008.com/blog/raising-
confident-readers-excellent-ideas-for-preventing-reading-

n'\—‘ ( %
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August 26, 2010
January Magazine :

lanuamg

magazine

news

i
Gentryds book is cl
lucid and simple to use. If you have

a very young child at home or are
expecting one in the future, read
Raising Confident Readers...
could follow Gentry's gentle
program. And everyone should.

Anyone

Read more: http:/januarymagazine.blogspot.com/2010/08/
non-fiction-raising-confident-readers.html

August 29, 2010
Bookviews by Alan Caruba:

If you have a youngster returning to
school with poor reading skills you

d0s need o&tepindand help. This book
will show you how...
chil dds

Read more:
http://bookviewsbyalancaruba.blogspot.com/2010/08/
bookviews-september-2010.html

September 22, 2010
Sacramento Book Review:

mnmto. S

In Raising Confident Readers 0 How
to Teach Your Child to Read and
Write from Baby to Age 7 , Gentry

guides enthusiastic, and sometimes
puzzled, parents to the path of
enlightenment.

Read more http://sacramentobookreview.com/

parenting_families/raising-confident-readers-how-to-teach-
your-child-to-read-and-write-from-baby-to-age-7/

problems.htm

Copyright © 2011 J. Richard Gentry, INC, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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What makes this book different from other par-@ For parents on the go, are there any quick ways

enting guides? to practice reading each day?
Raising Confident Readers the first book to l'tds easy to establish routine
show parents of young children how to teach have delightful interactions with books and
their child to read and write. Most parent guides literacy. Reading at bedtime is great. A thirty-
focus on whyo to develop early reading habits, to second reading-labels-in-the-room activity or a
learn phonics skills, to overcome dyslexia, for trip to the grocery store with a pretend grocery
example. Raising Confident ReaderBreaks new l'ist are glreadomd eaplpoargt uni ti e
ground by taking the discussion to a deeper level ‘Whatever time the on-the-go parent spends with

not only answering th fi w h y child qan lee 8ntricheal wish literacy actiyity.v -
ing parents the exact tools they need to accom-

plish the task and mo®i tor their childbs progress.
Why areages0-6 s o i mportant@ in a Cdlubinkrl BaSor
development of literary skills? Beginning Reading

The ages 0-6 are important because the parent -

or the preschool frsgtre®i ver i s t herchi |"8%s

reading teacher. From age 0-6 is the critical
brain development period when the brain
develops complex neural circuitry for language
and thinking. Ultimately the brain circuitry for
reading must connect to the language circuitry.

I't6s easy and natural @for : Z
advantage of this early period with activities e Derenincuncast
that enable literacy skills to be learned easily
and stretched over a long period of time. This What are the five literary milestones?
learning is informal, easy and more natural The five early literacy milestones mark the
than waiting for the child to learn to read childéds journey in breaking th
through formal instruction in school. It sets the alphabet code. These milestones can easily be
foundation for later academic success. seen in childrends early atten
child advances from scribbling to writing his
What is the most important thing for parents name for the first time, to learning to use more
to remember when trying to teach their Kkids letters, to matching beginning letters to sounds,

how to read? eventually writing with one letter for each sound,

I'tds most important t Mat p and i%nﬂ“ﬁl?okvﬁ’géﬁﬂt%v?ﬁeﬁn hf't if"plotys the
that feelingscome first. Joyful experiences complex chunking ot ‘etter combinations to rep-
with books and pen and paper activit resent sounds, which is how the English spelling

P papel ¥ . system works. A childds writte
throughout the early years will make learning . .
to read easy and natural. the word bird, for example, might change over

time from a scribble, to random letters, to B by

itself, to BD, to BRD (all the sounds), to BERD or

What is one activity parents can use to engage BURD (with chunks like her and fur) before the
their child at any reading phase? childodés brain for mshirdd he correc
Most parents already know that reading aloud Watching a child go through these phases is as
to their child is important. This can be greatly exciting as watching her move from coos and
enhanced by encouraging early drawing and aahs, to babbling lots of sounds, to the first
writing. For reading aloud, my book shows spoken words, to two-word utterances (daddy
parents what books to use at the right time bye-bye, all-gone milk) and finally to adult-like
and how to achieve the maximum positive speech. A child progresses through the milestones
effect through these activities. easily if the childds brain ge

early stimulation.

Copyright © 2011 J. Richard Gentry, INC, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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What is one activity parents can use to engage @What does R.E.A.D stand for?

their child at any reading phase? READ is an acronym I invented to help parents
Most parents already know that reading aloud remember the important components of brain-
to their child is important. This can be greatly based literacy activities that lead to early reading.
enhanced by encouraging early drawing and They are repetition, enthusiasm attention, and
writing. For reading aloud, my book shows drawing (which leads to writing). Any parent who
parents what books to use at the right time and does the right kind of repeated literacy activity
how to achieve the maximum positive effect while directing the childbs at
through these activities appropriate features of literacy at the right time,
and who also includes drawing and writing, can
/@/0'; raise a confident reader.
Dr. Gentry answers lots of parent questions in Raising
\% O ) Confident ReadersHere is his favorite question and an-
swer to share with parents: 1tods i
/@? five profound questions about awakening literacy.
N\% @ What can and do adults do to introduce their
children to literacy?
How dO_yOII (.ietermlne what phase of reading Answer: Read aloud and talk to your child,
your child is in? preferably beginning at birth. Encourage early
The easiest way is to know what to look for in drawing and writing, Create a joyful, literate
the childdés writing argd eaEnIVn)bnm%n&Jtlﬁ)ﬂwahtfresﬁoﬁdto%f(ﬁlleI ling.
These spelling attempts are a window into the childés natural curiosity and
childdés mind. Eventualfly, ?o\ﬁr%lﬁld tRr8ubh®ébk shariffg And other liter-
determine what phase a child is likely to be in by acy activitiesd often. (page 215, Raising Confident
the sophistication of the level of text that a child Readery

is able to read back after lots of repetitions,
which is called memory reading. Phase
observation is global and encompasses a
comprehensive understanding of reading,
writing, and spelling development and how they
all connect.

Once parents know wh
|l ook at samples of t
determine what phase the child is in.

a
h @i r

Aside from fostering a love of reading, what

other benefits does early exposure to reading

have?
The hands-on activities in Raising Confident
Readerstimulate hearing, vision, page turning
for motor control, and most importantly
intellectual, social, and emotional development.
Bonding studies show that parents likely develop
stronger feelings of attachment through literacy
activity such as reading aloud to babies. Dr. Tim
Shanahandéds praise for Bmy book s
iwhat better way to | ¢&ve a chil
him or her become a r@ader. 0

Copyright © 2011 J. Richard Gentry, INC, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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RAISING
READERS A Workshop for Parents READERS

Dr. J. Richard Gentry Dr. J. Richard Gentry

Presented by
J. Richard Gentry, Ph.D,

Author of Raising Confident Readefs How to Teach Your Child to Read
and Writed From Baby to Age 7

OVERVIEW

Parents are children's first reading teachers. As such, parents have wonderful opportunities to

prevent their preschoolers from developing reading problems and have a strong influence on

overall scholastic performance in your school. How? By starting early, by teaching reading at

home in fun, joyful, and informal ways. And by establishing a positive connection with the school

as wel | as early involvement with their childbs | e

This school-site parent meeting is designed to help all families establish a supportive home

environment that will help close the achievement gap perpetuated each year when 1.5 American

children enter kindergarten who cannot write their name or tell about a favorite book. Because

parents need specific information on what to do and how to help at home, this parent meeting will

hel p all parents create the kind odfandiyoume envir onmert
s ¢ h odoatademic success.

Achieve these goals:

-Recruit and organize parent help and support for vy
success.

-Provide information and ideas to families about how to help each child get the

right start at home.

-Provide information on skills expected for successful entry into kindergarten.

-Provide information on how to monitor the chil dobs
home.

-Enable parents to take advantage of the critical early brain building years to

overcome learning disabilities including dyslexia, spelling, and writing

disabilities.

Parents will engage in hands-on activities and discover:

-How t he chil dds Obandéhéwrto gb leyaird siraple reading e a d

aloud.
-The best at-home activities to develop literacy early, naturally, and joyfully.
-Recommended childrends books and activities for ea

-Strategies for overcoming dyslexia, delayed reading, and other challenges.

J. Richard Gentry, PhD, is a nationally acclaimed expert on
childhood literacy, reading and spelling development, with more than thirty years
experience working with beginning readers. Author of the new and highly acclaimed

Raising Confident Readeés How to Teach Your Child to Read and WréieFrom Baby to Age 7
his workshops are practical, fast-paced, accessible to parents of all income levels,

and motivational.
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Program Highlights:
Understand the Critical Period of Brain Development and the Need to Start Early

Reading aloud and talking to a child gives her a 32-million-word advantage before age four
and leads to greater intelligence! Here is a sampling of what the research says about
devel oping preschoolersd | anguage and reading brai:
O Six-month-old babies are good at recognition regarding early word reading.
0 Babies crave novel stimuli.
0 Eight-month-old babies can recognize specific words they hear read from a story book
for up to two weeks.
0 Five-month-old babies can remember visual stimuli up to two weeks.
0 Recognition memory and novelty preference in two to eight month olds predicts
intelligence measured by IQ tests in two to eight yearolds!

Research supports the existence of all kinds of reading compatible behavior: leaps forward in language,
better focus, higher cognitive skills, and even symbolic thought in eighteen month olds. Research suggests
that parents can hone their child's narrative skills with who, what, when, where, and why questions by age
three, which is an aspect of reading comprehension.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

0 All parents of preschoolers or 0 preschool and kindergarten teachers,
kindergarten children, 0 volunteers,

0 grandparents, 0 parents of struggling readers
0 caregivers,

Contact Dr. Gentry

To bring Dr. Gentry into your school district or to find out more information
about Dr . Raisea Child Who Eoves to Read, A Workshop for Parents, please
contact Dr. Gentry at :

richard@)jrichardgentry.com
(954) 567-0436

You may also find more information about Gentry Workshops, including work-
shops for teachers, at JRichardGentry.com on the Workshops page.
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Assessing |
Early Literacy | ¢
Richard Geatry| -

T R
Tho New Sence o How your child's brain learns to read—and why encouraging v
Beginning Reoding o Writing 2 : - 2 : 4
drawing and scribbling is as essential as reading aloud

The best at-home activities to develop literacy early, naturally,
and joyfully

Recommended children’s books for each phase

Strategies for overcoming dyslexia, delayed reading, and
other challenges

Checklists and a milestones diary to celebrate your child's progress

“! highly recommend Raising Confident Readers to any parent who wants success for
their child—not just in reading, but in life.” —David W. Johnson, MD, Fellow of the
American Board of Pediatrics
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